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Important Information
• Launch.ocps.net

• Skyward/Grading : Students must earn A’s and B’s and 
ALL S’s to be considered for Honor Roll.”

• i-Ready

• Communication Folders

• Sunshine State Books

• Accelerated Reader

• Weekly



Orange County Public Schools

Dear Parent:
In OCPS we want to lead every student to success. Because we depend on a strong partnership with you, we want to share some critical information. The 
2002 Florida Legislature enacted a state law that impacts how students in third grade are promoted or retained.  Districts are required to implement the 
statute and rules. It is important to understand how students, parents and teachers, are impacted by the recent updates.
Below the key points regarding third grade promotion and retention are outlined.
• Your child's teacher is assessing the reading skills of students.  If a deficiency is identified, more intensive help in reading will be provided and 
the parent will be notified.
• If your child has a reading deficiency, the teacher will give you a description of what the school is doing to help your child improve.
• State law requires that third graders who do not score a level 2 or higher on the Florida State Assessment in ELA (English/Language Arts), or 
who do not meet the requirements of a Good Cause Exemption under the law, be retained in third grade.
The law describes six Good Cause Exemptions that may be considered in making the decision to promote third grade students who do not score a level 2, 
but they are very limited. The state has included special provisions for students who have an English Language Learner (ELL) Plan or Individual Education 
Plan (IEP for Exceptional Education Students) and meet specific criteria.  The Good Cause Exemptions are listed on the back of this letter.
One of the Good Cause Exemptions describes a portfolio of student work that provides evidence of proficiency for each of the 22 ELA standards assessed 
by FSA.  In order to ensure that third grade students have every opportunity to be promoted, the district has created required assignments that meet the 
state requirements for portfolio evidence.  All third graders will complete these classwork assignments, which count for a grade, and have the 
opportunity to complete a portfolio by the end of the school year.  Your child's teacher will be able to keep you apprised of your child's progress towards 
completion of the portfolio during the school year.
If you have questions about your child's reading performance, the statute on third grade promotion or Good Cause Exemptions, please contact your 
child's teacher.  He or she can schedule a time to meet at the school to review your child's progress.  We are dedicated to helping your child succeed.  
Thank you for your support and partnership.

Sincerely,
Principal, School Name

"The Orange County School Board is an equal opportunity agency."



Good Cause Exemptions from Mandatory Third Grade Retention
Florida Department of Education

• 1.  Limited English proficient students who have had less than 2 years of instruction in an English for Speakers of 
Other Languages program based on the initial date of entry into a school in the United States.

• 2.   Students with disabilities whose individual education plan indicates that participation in the statewide 
assessment program is not appropriate, consistent with the requirements ofs.1008.212.

• 3.   Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance on an alternative standardized reading or 
English Language Arts assessment approved by the State Board of Education.

• 4.   A student who demonstrates through a student portfolio that he or she is performing at least at Level 2 on the 
statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment.

• 5.   Students with disabilities who take the statewide, standardized English Language Arts assessment and who 
have an individual education plan or a Section 504 plan that reflects that the student has received intensive 
instruction in reading or English Language Arts for more than 2 years but still demonstrates a deficiency and was 
previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3.

• 6.   Students who have received intensive reading intervention for 2 or more years but still demonstrate a 
deficiency in reading and who were previously retained in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, or grade 3 for a total of 
2 years. A student may not be retained more than once in grade 3.



Science Vocabulary

This year, our vocabulary will focus on 
science. During reading, students will have 
the opportunity to practice with the science 
vocabulary words and be tested on them at 
the end of each chapter.



Retake Policy

• Reading and Social Studies tests will be open book because it is 
expected that students look back and cite evidence from the text. 

• Math tests will not be open book/notes. Students must be proficient 
in the skills taught.

• Science tests will be open notes. Students will still need to study 
because the tests will require them to apply their knowledge and not 
simply locate answers in a text. 

As a result, there will be NO options for test 
retakes. 



LAFS
• Here is an example of a LAFS Assessment



LAFs Questions Continued



MAFS
• Here is an example of a MAFS Assessment



MTSS
• Lake Whitney Elementary believes in providing the highest quality education for every student.  To 

meet this goal, a tiered approach to instruction is used.  This process, known nationally as Multi-Tiered 
Student Support (MTSS), gained attention when federal law established these practices as an approach 
to identify the need for early intervention. The Tiers of MTSS are as follows

• Tier I: All students receive research-based differentiated instruction during the core instructional 
period. No intervention is currently needed based on classroom performance and universal screening 
measures.

• Tier II: Tier I instruction is provided PLUS additional support using research-based methods and 
materials in a small group with the teacher. This is referred to as receiving intervention. Student’s 
progress is closely monitored and data is collected weekly. 

• Tier III: Tier I instruction is provided PLUS Tier II intervention PLUS additional intensive intervention 
in a very small group with the teacher. Student’s progress is closely monitored and data is collected 
weekly. If the student continues to struggle while in this tier, additional communication will occur to 
determine if support through another program is needed.

• The academics of all children are under review by their teacher on an ongoing basis and data is 
collected on student performance.  This data is used to inform the teacher of students’ instructional 
needs.  Additional support will be provided in Tiers II and III for students at risk of not reaching grade 
level goals by the end of the year.



Standards

Stay tuned  to our weekly 
newsletters (via email) which will 
have  details about the  instructional 
content regarding  the upcoming 
week. You can also visit ocps.net to 
access curriculum standards.



Reading Learning Goals
• The student will:

• Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text.

• Recount stories including fables, folktales, and myths and determine the central 
message, lesson or moral.

• Describe characters in a story and explain how their actions contribute to the 
sequences of events. 

• Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings.

• Determine the main idea of a text, recount the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea.

• Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same 
author about the same or similar characters 

• Explain how specific aspects of a text’s illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by 
the words in a story



Reading Learning Goals Continued
• The student will:

• Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or 
concepts or steps in technical procedures in a text using language pertaining to 
time, sequence and cause and effect

• Determine the meaning of the new word using affixes and root words

• Determine the meaning of words and phrases  as they are used in a text, 
distinguishing literal and non-literal language

• Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a 
text

• Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the 
characters

• Use text features to locate information



Narrative Writing Learning Goals

• The student will:

• Be able to establish a situation and introduce a narrator and or characters, organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally, use temporal words and phrases to signal event order, provide a 
sense of closure.

Informative/Explanatory Writing in response to Informational 
Text

• The student will:

• Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief 
notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories

Opinion Writing

• The student will:

• Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational 
structure that lists reasons.



Math
Topics Covered:

• Place Value, Rounding, Estimating

• Adding and Subtracting within 1,000

• Multiplication

• Division

• Two-Step Word Problems

• Patterns in Operations

• Perimeter and Area

• Fractions

• Measure and Represent Data

• Shapes and Attributes

• Time



Science

Topics Covered

- Scientific Process

- Organization and Development of Living Organisms (Plants and 
Animals)

- The Universe and the Stars

- Energy

- Forces and Motion

- Matter



Social Studies

Topics Covered:

• Culture and physical features of  the  United States, Canada,  
Mexico, and the Caribbean.

• The Regions of the United States

• Government

• Using a variety of sources to gain information

• Economics



Sunshine State Young Readers Award

• The Sunshine State Young Readers Award (SSYRA) Program is a statewide reading motivation 
program for children in 3rd through 5th grade.  It is designed to expose students to new, quality 
literature.  Students are encouraged to read the SSYRA books and take the AR quiz upon 
completion.  

Incentives and Rewards

• Read 3 books and take the AR quizzes: participate in the statewide vote in March

• Read 5 books and take the AR quizzes: name displayed in the Media Center

• Read 10 books and take the AR quizzes: select trinkets and treasures from the prize 
cart

• Read 15 books and take the AR quizzes:  receive an invitation to the celebration at end 
of the year

(Deadline to redeem prizes: May 10th)



SSYRA Books for 2019-2020



Accelerated Reader

• Encourage and motivate your child to read 

through Accelerated Reader!

• PTO sponsored program

• AR offers incentives to read and reinforces 

reading comprehension strategies.  It is 

individualized to meet the specific needs of each 

student. 



What do students need to do?

• Students read an AR book at his/her appropriate level.

• You can use www.arbookfind.com to locate titles of books in the 

AR database.

• Students independently take a short multiple choice quiz 

about the book during school hours.

• Points are earned for questions answered correctly (quiz scores 

must be 80% or greater)

• Students earn prizes for earning points.

• Prizes are distributed on Wednesday mornings (8:20-8:40) and 

afternoons (1:40-2:00) in the Media Center.

• Parents can access student results and receive email updates 

after quizzes are taken through the Renaissance Home 

Connect feature. (see handout)

http://www.bookfind.com/




Thank  You!


